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DBP/USPS-62. On August 19, 2011, the Postal Service filed its NOTICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE which appears to serve the purpose of 
establishing Library Reference USPS-LR-N2011-1/4 which appears to be the public 
version of Library Reference USPS-LR-N2011-1/NP1. This filing consisted of nine 
separate PDF computer files. The Commission’s website does not show a 
Library Reference 4 apparently because there does not appear to be a Library 
Reference 4 other than the statement in the last sentence of the Notice.  
Obviously, I do not have access to the non-public document which is referenced 
to as being replaced. There are a total of 3459 pages. Since there are no real 
headings on the various documents, I will reference them by the order that they 
appear in the Commission’s Daily Listing and the number of pages contained in 
the document. 
 
[a] Please refer to Document #2 containing 4 pages.  
 [1] Please explain in detail the purpose of this document.  
 [2] What is the significance of the second word of the document ERRORS=0 and 
the word RE-WORK on the second line of the document? 
 [3] Please advise what categories or information, if any, were redacted in the 
public document.   
 
[b] Please refer to Document #3 containing 1301 pages  
 [1] Please explain in detail the purpose of this document.  
 [2] What is the last column heading that is obscured by the PRC acceptance 
notation? 
 [3] On what basis are the individual offices sorted in the printout? 
 [4] Please provide the City and State for each of the entries.  
 [5] Please advise what categories or information, if any, were redacted in the 
public document.  
 
[c] Please refer to Document #4 containing 428 pages  
 [1] Please explain in detail the purpose of this document.  
 [2] On what basis are the individual offices sorted in the printout?  
 [3] What does the PFC column show? Please provide a listing of all of the codes.  
 [4] What data is provided by each of the three Reporting Technologies shown in 
this document?  
 [5] The public document appears to have combined three columns from the non-
public document into a single column with an entry of Retail – Walk-In Revenue. Please 
confirm or explain.  
 [6] It would appear that the non-public document contains actual dollar amounts 
in place of the entry Retail – Walk-In Revenue entry. Please confirm or explain.   
 [7] What type of data or information is provided in the AIC Revenue Code 
column?  
 
 [8] What type of data or information is provided in the Metrics column?   
 [9] What type of data or information is provided in the Final Amount column?  
 [10] Please provide the City and State for each of the entries.  
 [11] Please advise what categories or information, if any, were redacted in the 
public document.   
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[d] Please refer to Document #5 containing 575 pages  
 [1] Please explain in detail the purpose of this document.  
 [2] On what basis are the individual offices sorted in the printout?  
 [3] What is the significance of the entry and summary #NUM! that appears seven 
times on page 1? 
 [4] It would appear that this document consists of a cover sheet and two separate 
287 page listings where PDF page 2 matches PDF page 289 so that the entries on one 
page must be connected with those appearing on the corresponding page 287 pages 
later. Please confirm or explain. 
 [5] Please provide a document that combines all of the entries for a given facility 
on the same page/line.  
 [6] Please provide the City and State for each of the entries.  
 [7] Page 1 indicates that a subset of CPUs is utilized. Please indicate the types of 
CPUs that are included as a Postal Location and those types that are not included in the 
subset.  
 [8] Please provide the rationale for including or not including a CPU in the subset 
that is considered as a Postal Location.   
 [9] Are the distances shown in the document airline distances or driving 
distances?  
 [10] If they are airline distances, please provide a similar listing showing driving 
distances.  
 [11] What do the PFC and PFC_NAME columns show?  
 [12] It would appear that the entry Retail – Walk-In Revenue entry in the public 
document is replaced in the non-public document by the actual dollar amount that is for 
the given facility as opposed to the revenue of the nearest neighbor. Please confirm or 
explain.   
 [13] What is the significance of expressing the distance to the nearest neighbor 
to eight decimals or to the nearest one hundred-millionth of a mile which is equivalent to 
less than seven ten-thousandths of an inch?  
 [14] Please advise what categories or information, if any, were redacted in the 
public document.  
 
[e] Please refer to Document #6 containing 575 pages  
 [1] Please explain in detail the purpose of this document.  
 [2] It appears that Document #6 is identical to Document #5 except that the entry 
and summary #NUM! that appears seven times on page 1 have been replaced by actual 
numerical entries. Please confirm.  
 [3] If you are unable to confirm subpart [e][2], please provide the responses to 
those requested in the fourteen subparts of subpart [d] above as they also relate to 
Document #6.  
 
[f] Please refer to Document #7 containing 569 pages  
 [1] Please explain in detail the purpose of this document. 
 [2] On what basis are the individual paths sorted in the printout?  
 [3] It appears that the entries in the DIST_TO_NEAREST_NEIGHBOR utilize the 
same data appearing in the last columns of Documents #5 and #6. Please confirm or 
explain.  
 [4] What data is contained in the last column POS_IS_LT100K?  
 [5] It appears that a Y in the last column indicates YES and a no entry indicates 
no. Please confirm or explain.  
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 [6] Are the distances shown in the document airline distances or driving 
distances?   
 [7] If they are airline distances, please provide a similar listing showing driving 
distances.  
 [8] Since it appears that the finance numbers have been redacted and therefore 
there is no indication of the identity of the path. Please provide a similar document 
showing the facility name, city, and state for each end of the path.  
 [9] Please advise what categories or information, if any, were redacted in the 
public document.  
 
[g] Please refer to Document #8 containing 1 page.  
 [1] Please explain in detail the purpose of this document.  
 [2] Are all Contract Postal Units included in the “retail locations” in this 
document? If yes, please explain the data shown in Documents #5 and #6. If no, please 
correct Document #8.   
 [3] The last line of the document [other than the Source] appears to indicate that 
there are 16,312 total locations in this criterion and that 13,494 of them have 
latitude/longitude data and that 2,818 [16,312 less 13,494] of them do not have 
latitude/longitude data. Please confirm or explain.  
 [4] Please explain why these 2,818 facilities, or only 17%, do not have 
latitude/longitude data available.  
 [5] Please provide a similar document showing driving distances.  
 [6] Please advise what categories or information, if any, were redacted in the 
public document.  
 
[h] Please refer to Document #9 containing 5 pages.  
 [1] This Document indicates that the Library Reference consists of EXCEL 
spreadsheets while the Commission filing consists of PDF files only. Please provide 
EXCEL documents and explain any differences between the EXCEL and PDF versions.  
 [2] Please advise the format of the latitude/longitude data. For example, is it 
expressed in degrees, minutes, and seconds or is it expressed in whole and decimal 
parts of a degree? How many decimal places, if any, are utilized? Please provide a 
sample latitude and a sample longitude entry.   
 [3] Are the latitude/longitude data expressed in the North American Datum 1983 
[NAD 83]? If not, why not?  
 [4] It appears that this Document was prepared specifically for Library Reference 
4. Please confirm or explain.  
 [5] Please provide all explanations that are contained in Library Reference 
NP1 in the format that they appear in that Library Reference with redactions if 
necessary. The justification for each redaction should be indicated. 
 
 
 
 
RESPONSE 
 

After internal discussion of public library reference number 4, the Postal 

Service re-filed library reference USPS-LR-N2011-1/4 on September 6, 2011 in 
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the form of a single document.  Responses accordingly refer to that document.  

Several parts of this interrogatory reflect the author’s inability to process or 

understand technical information of the type supplied; the Postal Service is under 

no obligation to take the time and effort necessary to teach Mr. Popkin the 

technical skills required to understand this information.  The interrogatory also 

goes on at some length to repeat questions that do little to add to meaningful 

discussion, while pretending that no other information responsive to Mr. Popkin’s 

interminable inquiries already exists. Mr. Popkin can look in those other locations 

when and if he so desires. Notwithstanding, and in consideration that the Postal 

Service first filed the library reference in a suboptimal form, the Postal Service 

has undertaken significant effort to provide these replies. 

[a] 
[1] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4 page 2. 

 
[2] This question asks about specific lines of SAS code.  Any 

knowledgeable SAS user would understand these basic principles.  ERRORS=0 

is simply an option in the SAS code to prevent excessive output in case of an 

error, e.g., syntax or corrupted data (a warning message is printed instead).  RE-

WORK refers to the fact that this code was re-run in a computing environment in 

which directories had been re-structured for archival purposes – the logic was not 

altered, but rather only the file structure references. 

[3] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
 
[b] 

[1] See the response to [a][1] above. 
 

[2] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
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[3] USPS-LR-N2011-1/4 contains multiple spreadsheets.  These 

spreadsheets reflect individual office sortation based on geographic proximity to 

other retail facilities, postal district, and, in some cases, confidential information 

contained in the USPS-LR-N2011-1/NP1 (the non-public version of USPS-LR-

N2011-1/4). 

[4] This information can be derived by any interested person from any 

number of other library references where facilities are also identified by finance 

number. 

[5] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
 
[c] 

[1] See the response to [a][1] above. 
 

[2] See the response to [b][3] above. 
 

[3] “PFC” refers to Performance Cluster Code, a geographic grouping 

similar to an “Area” or a “District.”  This information is available in other library 

references and USPS.com.  PFCs can also be identified by a name, found in the 

PFC-NAME column. 

[4] The three reporting technologies indicate how retail information is 

accumulated and transmitted to the USPS accounting and financial systems.  

Larger facilities use POS, which transmits information at the individual 

transaction level; IRT and Emove transmit daily summaries by product category, 

e.g., stamps, money orders, etc. 

[5] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
 

[6] Confirmed. 

[7] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
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[8] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 

 
[9] FY2010 walk-in revenue. 

[10] This information can be extracted from any of several other library 

references keyed to Finance Numbers, or from the internet. 

[11] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
 
[d] 

[1] See the response to [a][1] above. 
 

[2] See the response to [b][3] above. 
 

[3] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4.  The document containing that entry has 

been updated and removed. 

[4-5] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
 

[6] This information can be extracted from any of several other library 

references keyed to Finance Numbers, or from the internet. 

[7-8] The document includes CPUs with latitude/longitude data in the 

FDB_CMN-CORE table in the USPS data warehouse. 

[9] Airline distances. 
 

[10] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/12. 
 

[11] See the response to [c][3]. 

[12] Confirmed. 
 

[13] The distance calculation is done in SAS using high-precision 

floating-point arithmetic. 

[14] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
 
[e] 

[1] See the response to [a][1] above. 
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[2-3] See the response to [d][3] above. 

 
[f] 

[1] See the response to [a][1] above. 
 

[2] See the response to [b][3] above. 
 

[3] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
 

[4] This is a flag indicating that this USPS Retail Location uses POS 

reporting technology but netted less than $100,000 in walk-in revenue in FY 

2010. 

[5] Confirmed. 
 

[6-7] See the responses to [d][9-10]. 
 

[8] This information can be obtained by examining USPS-LR-N2011-

1/NP1. 

[9] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
 
[g] 

[1] See the response to [a][1] above. 
 

[2] No, only a subset of Contract Postal Units is included.  There is no 

correction necessary because the document makes no representation that it 

includes all CPUs.  

[3] Confirmed. 
 

[4] See the first four pages of USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 

[5] See the response to [d][10]. 
 

[6] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
 
[h] 

[1] Excel documents are provided in USPS-LR-N2011-1/NP1.   
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[2-3] Latitudes and longitudes are expressed as decimal degrees.  

Number of digits after the decimal point vary, but are generally 5-6. 

[4] N/A 
 

[5] See USPS-LR-N2011-1/4. 
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